
 Summer Hamfest Time.. 
 
  Randy, KF9HS enjoyed a great weekend 

attending the 
“Firecracker 
Hamfest, in 
Salisbury, NC, 
July 12, 2025.  

A good number 
of tables were set 
up offering just 
about everything 
from more  
modern equip-
ment to vintage 
boat anchors. 

  There were plenty 
of vendors selling 
parts and other 
goodies to keep a 
ham interested for 
a long time to 

come.   Of 
course there 
were tubes-
tubes and more 
tubes to satisfy 
any one who is 
restoring a vin-
tage unit. Many 
thanks Randy! 

Golden Oldie… 
   Kevin-WA2ISC found an almost 70 year old 
QSL card dating back to 1959.  The card was 
sent out by none other than one of our foun-
ders, Russ Newton-K1LRB.  Apparently his 
early call from the 50’s was KN1LRB.    

 Russ was an integral part of forming our net, 
and was a major force in its operation for 
years. Sadly, time and age took its toll and 
Russ was unable to continue with the Chew.   
 The last person to see him was Ken-W3XAF, 
and he stated that Russ seemingly was suf-
fering from Alzheimer's, and had to sell his 
QTH.  Here’s to Russ, one of or founders and 
I know that we all pray for him.  
Speaking about QSL’s… 
Our 21st anniversary Chew QSL is still avail-
able. If you wish a hard copy, all it takes is a 
SASE to Loby-WA2AXZ. If you want to print 
out your own copy. Send Loby an e mail 

(wa2axz@arrl.
net) and a new 
QSL will ap-
pear on your 
computer, 
ready to print 
and hang on 
the shack wall. 

The “ Chew” 

Burning 
Ham 

          …  - - -   ... 
  I guess most of 
us had thought 
abut doing 
something like 
this, once in our 
ham radio lives. 
What worries 
me is that I still 
have that identi-
cal soldering 
gun in my tool 
drawer, power 
cord intact. 
Thanks to Neil 
for the photo! 

 
“Where 
Choosy 
 People 

 
Choose 

 to 
 CHEW!” 
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A note from your editor … 
Our monthly newsletter “THE  CHEW”,   contains 
information about the activities and participants in 
the 7.272 Ragchew Net. We rely on contributions of 
stories and pictures from the members to keep all of 
us up-to-date, impart information we can all use 
and, of course, to raise a smile and a chuckle or 
two. If you find a new “Taz” photo that can be used 
for future certificates and QSLs, that too is greatly 
appreciated. Without you, there is no Chew! 
   Please, e-mail your stories, tech info and photos 
to Loby at wa2axz@arrl.net          
                                                Many Thanks!    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Volunteers       
                     Wanted! 
   If you would like to be one of our Net Control Sta-

tions on a regular schedule or as an oc-
casional fill-in, please contact your net 
scheduler. In addition, while I took over 
as “Chief Cook and Bottle Washer,” I 
truly need someone from our pool of 
friends to step up take on the mantle of 
scheduler, and keep the Chew on the 
rails for a few years to come.    
   If you can help me in making sure the 
Chew remains on the air, please e-mail 
me at: wa2axz@arrl.net  or, if you would 

like to chat on the phone, please call me at:  
347-583-3612.    (Phone only-No Text)    
  73 and Thanks!  Loby-WA2AXZ. 
              ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

         Goods and Services: 
Need QSLs or Eyeball      

   Cards ???  
   KB3IFH QSL 

Cards 
www.kb3ifh.homestead.

com  
           72chew.net 

 

All “Churned” Up… 
   Chad-K1HPV has been “beating” the heat by 
squirreling himself away in a cool workshop.  
Between his duties as Chew NCS and playing 
guitar he enjoys spending time in the wood 
shop building or restoring things. His latest pro-
ject was the rebuilding of a vintage butter churn 
for one of the 
neighbors. This 
churn is unusual 
as most of us 
think that a churn 
is a slender tank 
with a pole that is 
pumped up and 
down to make butter.  This century old machine 

contains paddles which are 
manually cranked to churn 
about 2 gallons of cream, to 
make butter in the barrel-like 
tank.  During disassembly, 
Chad was greeted with an in-
teresting layer of old butter 
and mold.  All parts were thor-
oughly cleaned and restored. 

The outer shell was stripped and refinished to a 

like new condition.  When returned to the 
owner, this piece will become a nice display on 
the kitchen table or a prominent nearby shelf. 
                              ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
   A good friend from the Rooster Roster net,  
Dave-WB2UTQ, enjoys a nice cottage by a 
lake in upstate NY.  It is a great place to un-
wind, sit and enjoy the view, and chat on 
amateur radio.  He jokes that this is his ver-
sion of “Lake Wobegone,” but in reality, he 
has a picturesque view of lake Ontario. 
   By the way, 
this is a  
family of 
hams. Dave's 
XYL, Annette-
WB2QNQ, 
made this 
sign for their 
cottage 
shack. 
WA2BZB was 
Dave's dad, 
now silent 
key, though the call now belongs to Dave's 
son, John. 
    
  A fine lineage of 
hams you have 
there Dave, and 
enjoy the cool 
summertime 
breezes! 

73’s 

KB3IFH 
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Greetings 
from Lake 

What? 

mailto:wa2axz@arrl.net
mailto:wa2axz@arrl.net
http://www.kb3ifh.homestead


Having much more 
than a  

One Track Mind… 
 
   Larry-K2LAG has several passions 
he works with. The first is amateur 
radio, the second is railroading.  
No, not just model railroading but 
he works as a locomotive engineer 
and conductor for the Adirondack 
Railroad.  When not doing this he is 
on the road in full “Mr. Conductor” 
garb promoting tourist rides on his 
railway and of course, promoting 
railroad safety to the public.   
  Recently he finished up a few de-
tails, and what marvelous details, 
for an HO layout for friends in 
Michigan, modeled after Larry's 
1950’s hometown of Milford, Mi.   

  Larry recently constructed a 
model fire truck from an old photo 
of an actual engine that was used in 
the fire department.  

This is a view showing the “arch” 

which was built in 1888 and under 
where Larry and friends swam as 
kids. Alongside was a small power 
plant housing two turbines to ener-
gize Henry Fords carburetor plant. 
Part of the Ford “Village Industries”        
   The  train station in town closed 
and was converted into condos. 
   Larry was part of the annual NMRA 
(national model railroad associa-
tion) national convention in Michi-
gan, this past July, and showed atten-
dees this magnificent layout… 
Many Thanks Larry and, 
                           ALL  ABOARD ! 

This model found its way to friends 
building the Michigan layout show-
ing the Fire Department building, 
and the finely detailed work of the 
nearby neighborhood. 

 
Highly detailed hand built model showing a 
photograph of the original truck. 
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